0Jizoin Temple

Jizoin Temple was constructed in 1367 by Hosokawa Yoriyuki
(1329-1392), an eminent member of the powerful Hosokawa family,
who held several prominent positions in the Ashikaga shogunate.
Following the dying wish of the second shogun, Yoshiakira, in 1367
Yoriyuki assumed the role of deputy shogun (kanrei) and advisor to
the third shogun, who was then just 10 years old.

Yoriyuki built Jizdin Temple, which enshrines an image of the
bodhisattva Jizd. Jizd is said to be a protector of children—such
as the young shogun—and was also the tutelary deity of the
Ashikaga family, who controlled the shogunate. Yoriyuki gave
the position of temple founder to the Zen monk Hekitan Shukd
(1291-1374), of whom Yoriyuki was a close follower. It was
Shiiké who added the Zen garden that would later become one of
the temple’s most famous features.

With the support of Yoriyuki, and through his connections to the
emperor’s court and to the Ashikaga shogunate, the temple grew
to cover 170,000 square meters and include 26 branch temples.
However, power struggles between local daimyo escalated into a
widespread conflict known as the Onin War (1467—1477), during
which forces opposed to the Hosokawa family burned the temple
complex to the ground. Some artifacts were saved, including the
head of the statue of Yoriyuki and the principal image of Jizd,
which dates to the Heian period (794—1185). The Hosokawa
family moved on to consolidate their power in the Kyushu region,

Jizoin Temple
[Adress] 23 Yamada-Kitano-Cho, Nishikyo-Ku, Kyoto

[Entrance Fees] An admission fee is required to enter.
[Open Hours] 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

[Closed] Monday and Thursdays from Jul. 1 to Sep.30.& from Dec.11 to Apr.19
(However, this excludes cases where the holiday falls on a Monday or Thursday.)

Aug.1,14,15

[Access] 12-minute walk from Kamikatsura Station on the Hankyu Railway
3-minute walk from Kyoto Bus Stop Kokedera-Suzumushidera

[Website| http://takenotera-jizoin.jp/

leaving what remained of the temple to fall into disrepair. Many
centuries later, in the early Edo period (1603—1867), the abbot’s
quarters were rebuilt with the support of the Hosokawa family.

eJizoin Temple Grounds

The main entrance to Jizoin Temple is marked by a large gate,
called the somon, which was built in the Azuchi-Momoyama
period (1568-1603). The path leading into the temple complex is
flanked on either side by thickets of mdsdchiku bamboo, which
can grow up to 25 meters tall. Although not present at the time of
the temple’s construction, the thickets led to the temple’s popular
nickname, “Temple of Bamboo” (Takedera). To the left of the
main hall is the 600-year-old gravesite of the temple’s founders,
while to the right a path leads to the abbot’s quarters and attached
Zen garden. Reconstructed in 1686 with the assistance of the
Hosokawa family, the residence is divided into four rooms in
which the monks of the temple lived, studied, and practiced. The
residence opens onto a Zen garden called the Garden of the Sixteen
Arhats. Several stones stand upright in the garden, and those that
represent the arhats are said to be turned slightly to the left, as if
they are looking out toward Iwashimizu Hachiman Shrine.

One of the most famous residents of Jizoin Temple was the monk
Ikkyt (1394-1481). Widely believed to be the unrecognized son of
Emperor Gokomatsu (1377-1433), he spent the first six years of his
life at Jizdin Temple with his mother. It is said that he never spoke
of his royal lineage and treated aristocrats and commoners the same.
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Map of the Jizoin temple, known as Bamboo Temple.
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@OGrave site
The grave of the first chief priest, Zen Master
So-kyo, and the grave of Yoshiyuki Hosokawa, who
built this temple. Both are simple graves with only
natural stones placed on them. The grave on the right,
known as the Hosokawa stone, had an Arakashi tree
growing as if it was embracing the gravestone.
Unfortunately, it was knocked down by a typhoon,
and now only a stump remains.
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©lnari Shrine
Old

brings happiness.

Inari. In Japan, there
million deities, and the
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@A statue of Ikkyu the monk and his mother from his childhood.

distinguished monk.

The famous Zen master Ikkyu, known for his wit, was born as an illegitimate child of Emperor Go-Komatsu. He
was politically targeted for his life, so he spent his early years hiding with his mother at Jizoin until he was six.
After that, he parted ways with his mother and embarked on the path of training, eventually becoming a

gods and the Buddha.
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This is an Inari shrine dedicated to
the deity Uka no Mitama, who

houses have shrines dedicated to

people honor and worship both the
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©AThe main hall of Jizoin

A wooden statue of the Jizo Bodhisattva, said to have
been created by the great teacher Dengyo, is enshrined
here. Entry is prohibited inside the main hall.
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©OThe Garden of the
Sixteen Arhats.
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©OThe Abbot's Quarters

and Garden
Please take off your shoes and enter
indoors. No shoes allowed. The buildings
and gardens are registered as cultural
properties of Kyoto City. Please do not
dirty them or harm them.
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It was built during the Azuchi-Momoyama period about 400 years ago.
Since Jizo-in is a Buddhist temple, please recognize that it is a holy site
when you visit. Eating and drinking while walking is prohibited.
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©OThe Garden of the Sixteen A
In March, several types of camellias bloom. The garden is viewed
from indoors, and it is not possible to enter the garden.

2

fﬁ? “N

N N\Y
;;\‘ ;;\

Owl 28 O

N

O+ FBEDEE

L 3 B DML

9 ERIE BN S
DBERTHY ., FERINIC
VHALFITEE A,

rhats.

LA, B THhLI L

I\l I\l
AWINLN

A

: TAAERLTLZZE v, AR

ik x Ak X 3EIETT OFRFX

S - R LD MEE B, HRlOF RIS TS VET,

OsSarasvati
Goddess who presides over the knowledge of arts and sciences.
Benzaiten will bring out your talents.






